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Economic Development and Skills Board

Purpose

This paper provides an update on the work of the Economic Development and Skills Board; the Board met on 25 May 2010. 

Recommendation 

The Board is invited to NOTE the summary of the Economic Development and Skills Board’s meeting on 25 May:
1. The meeting of the Economic Development and Skills Board focused on: reviewing the progress of the work of each of the sub-groups (South East Science Engineering Technology Advisory Council, Business Development Advisory Group and Skills Working Group), considering the options for a regional approach to broadband, progress in producing Local Economic Assessments across the region, and progress in producing the Delivery Plan. The Board also considered European funding opportunities.

2. With the publication of the Innovation Strategy, the Board discussed the development of the Innovation Action Plan. The need to continue learning from international experience and to keep attracting foreign direct investment was discussed; in order to keep pace with our comparators, access to quality business infrastructure such as super-fast broadband, is crucial if the region is to capitalise on technological innovation. 

3. Broadband is one of the key pieces of infrastructure identified by the Business Development Advisory Group (BDAG) as critical to the South East’s ability to compete with the rest of the world. A presentation on the options for a regional approach to broadband, from SEEDA, brought into focus the importance of broadband to the South East’s economy and the challenges of improving access and download speeds – particularly in rural areas.

4. The Skills Working Group met for the first time in April; the Group’s first task is to produce a Skills Priorities Statement, which will outline where skills in the South East can be improved to their greatest effect in the academic year 2011/12. To start this process the Board debated the strengths and weaknesses of the skills and training that are available in the South East. Feedback from this debate – which included suggestions to simplify access to training and incorporate employability skills into more academic courses – will be used to guide the draft Skills Priorities Statement, which will be approved in September. 

5. A presentation from Buckinghamshire Economic and Learning Partnership gave the Board a snapshot of progress with their Local Economic Assessments. The Board agreed it is important to ensure consistency so that these assessments can be compared and help to inform key areas of work – such as skills. 

6. With a full review of Government spending coming this autumn, the Board heard that the evidence on which the Delivery Plan has been based will be vital when the South East comes to explain where investment can be used to the greatest effect and why investment in the South East benefits the UK economy as a whole. 

7. The briefing on SEEDA’s European Strategy and current European projects and future funding opportunities for the region served to highlight the importance of maintaining the South East’s track record of not only securing but making good use of European funding in the ongoing efforts to strengthen the South East’s economy. 

Reputational implications

In light of the priorities of the new administration and the abolition of regional planning the way in which the work of the Board is dealt with in future is being considered. 
Financial and resource implications

SEEDA provides the executive and administrative support for the Economic Development and Skills Board. 
Timescale

The Economic Development and Skills Board meets on a quarterly basis; future meetings of the Board have been identified for 17 September and 1 December, if appropriate in light of changes to regional structures.
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