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South East England Partnership Board and South East England Strategy – Future Arrangements
Purpose
This paper explains the impact of the Government’s legislative programme on the future of the South East England Strategy and associated structures.
Recommendation
The Board is invited to NOTE:
1. The South East England Partnership Board secretariat is to be wound up with effect from 31st July 2010;
2. The Partnership Board meeting on 2 July will not therefore proceed, although a broader liaison meeting between SEEDA Board members and local authority representatives may take its place;
3. There will be no further meetings of the Strategy Board, Planning Panel, Housing and Regeneration Board and Transport Board.  The future of the Economic Development and Skills Board remains to be determined initially through discussions with representatives of South East England Councils and South East Business representative bodies (SEBUS) during June.
4. The Government has given a clear indication that it does not expect further work to be done on Regional Strategies, and as a result no further SEEDA resources will be being given over to the project. The data collection that would have underpinned regional skills strategies is still going ahead to inform government priorities for skills.
Reputational implications

SEEDA is working with the Government Office and South East England Councils to identify any transitional implications.  SEEDA is also continuing to work with stakeholders to maintain structured engagement in the absence of a Regional Strategy.  An update on the proposed 2 July conference with stakeholders will be given at the Board meeting.  
Financial and resource implications

SEEDA will save £60,000 in programme budget as a result of not participating in the Partnership Board, or preparing the Regional Strategy.
Timescale

These changes take place with immediate effect.
Justification for recommendation

These changes are contained in the Coalition Agreement and the Queen’s Speech, and the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government has indicated that he expects them to be implemented as soon as practicable.
Author
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