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This form is for submitting your expression of interest for a rural broadband project. It is NOT a grant application form. All rural broadband projects must submit an expression of interest form before proceeding to a full application. Please ensure that you have read the separate rural broadband guidance notes, (available on the SEEDA website: www.seeda.co.uk/rdpe before completing this form. This will save you time and money because SEEDA will provide guidance on whether you are eligible, and if so, how best to proceed with a full grant application. Please complete this self-explanatory form and email it to ruralbroadband@seeda.co.uk. by the 31st May 2010. We will respond with advice within 20 working days.

If you have any queries on the completion of this form contact 

David Cooper on  01483 501304 or e-mail davidcooper@seeda.co.uk 

Data Protection Act 1998 – The information you provide on this form may be shared with other organisations including Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, and the Rural Payments Agency for appraisal, monitoring and reporting purposes. By signing this form at section 5.7 you consent to this information being shared.  

1. Details of Your Organisation
	Name of Organisation


	

	Your Name and Role in the Organisation
	

	Contact Address


	Postcode:

	E-mail Address
	

	Telephone Number
	

	Mobile Number
	

	Rural Payments Agency SBI Number and Vendor Number

(if known)
	
	Is this Business Registered for VAT?
	Y or N

	What is the legal status of this organisation?
	Sole Trader                                                  (
Partnership                                                  (
Limited Company                                        (
Company Limited by Guarantee                (
Public Sector                                               (
Formally constituted community group   (
Other (please specify)                                (



2. Details of your organisation

	2.1 Please give further details of your organisation’s activities


	Briefly describe your organisation’s main purpose and regular activities.



	2.3 Grant received from other sources in the last three years
	Please give details of any public funding you have received In the last three years that have been described as providing State Aid. To check this refer to the offer letters or contracts to see if they refer to the payments coming under state aid rules. Please note this excludes Agri-environment payments and the Single Payment Scheme. 

 


3. Project Description

	3.1 Briefly describe the broadband project you are proposing in terms of location, and number and type of beneficiaries.   Please indicate if you have asked for and received registrations indicating the demand for this project and where possible complete the table below. 

	

	Category 


	Numbers benefiting 

	People in rural areas that benefit from project
	

	Businesses that benefit

Public sector organisations that benefit
	

	Jobs created or safeguarded
	


	3.2 Does the community currently have access to Broadband, and if yes, is it at a speed of 2Mbs or under?

	

	3.3  Is the project in a “White”, “Grey” or “Black” area?  Please provide evidence to support your answer.

	

	3.3 Please describe the likely delivery partnership arrangements under the project

	

	3.4 Do you have confirmation from Broadband providers that there are no plans for this circumstance to be resolved prior to Universal Service Commitment (USC) implementation?



	

	3.5 Is the proposed solution Next Generation Access (NGA) compatible?

	

	3.7 Briefly summarise why high-speed Broadband access is needed in your organisation. What would happen if the project did not go ahead, what would happen if you did not receive grant aid?

	

	3.8 Briefly describe how this project will deliver wider benefits to other businesses in your area. You might consider them under the headings of Economic, Social and Environmental.


	

	3.9 Briefly describe how high-speed Broadband access would demonstrate ‘value for money’. What outcome/ impact will the project produce?


	

	3.10 Would the proposed solution offer consumers access to a selection of service providers?



	

	3.11 Have you considered alternative solutions and their costs? Briefly describe these.


	

	3.12 When would you hope to begin pursuing the solution/project?



	

	3.13 Who would manage the project to ensure it is completed successfully, on time and within budget?  What experience and skills does this person have of managing this type of project?

	

	3.14 When the project is complete and operational what additional skills will be needed by your organisation to make best use of this new resource and how does your organisation plan to acquire these skills? Please indicate if you require assistance in funding or sourcing appropriate training.

	

	3.15 Before you can claim RDPE grants all items must be paid for and evidence of payments made available. Therefore, what arrangements have you made to cover these costs, assuming that it could be several months between paying for an item and receiving the grant payment?

	

	3.16 If you are applying on behalf of a joint project or collaboration, please give the names of other partners or those taking part in the project and what their role will be.

	


4. Project expenditure projections
	Costs on which you plan to claim grant aid
	Costs net of VAT (where appropriate)

£
	Date work will be completed and paid for
	Comments

	Building works


	
	
	

	Ground works


	
	
	

	Equipment


	
	
	

	Installing utilities


	
	
	

	Marketing costs


	
	
	

	Project management fees


	
	
	

	Other costs (specify)


	
	
	

	Professional fees


	
	
	

	Totals


	
	
	


4.1 Project funding 
Please show how you propose to fund the project. Please note that if you are invited to submit a full application that you must have your non-RDPE funding in place before applying for RDPE funds. 
	Funding source
	£


	% of total package

	Own cash/fundraising
	
	

	Commercial loans or mortgages (specify from which source and attach confirmation from the lender that this facility has been approved)
	
	

	Private loan

(specify from which source and attach confirmation from the lender that this facility has been approved)
	
	

	Other funding sources
	
	

	RDPE  grant rate requested
	
	

	Total


	
	


 *NB : Scheme rules do not allow grant to be paid on any items purchased under deferred payment schemes until final payment is made and full ownership has passed to the applicant."  
4.2 Project milestones

	Milestone – key stages and dates in the delivery of the project
	Comments
	Date to be achieved

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


4.3 Grant claim dates and amounts
	Claim dates – note that we would usually expect to only have two grant claims. If you would like to submit more than 2 claims then please discuss this with us.


	Grant rate requested

% as shown in table at 5.3
	Amount of grant claimed
	Comments

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


